
 

  

            
  

AGENDA: 

1. Call the Meeting to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

3. Roll Call 

4. Approval of the Agenda 

5. Mayor’s Report 

6. Council Reports 

7. Engineer’s Report 

8. Planning & Zoning Administrator Report 

9. Robins Economic Development Initiative (REDI) 

10. Public Comment – Agenda Items (limited to 5 minutes each) 

11. Public Comment – Non-Agenda Items (limited to 5 minutes each) 

12. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Motion to Approve the Minutes of the May 18th meetings and the List of Bills Submitted 

13. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Presentation by Joe Horaney, Deputy Director Cedar Rapids Linn County Solid Waste Agency 

b. Public Hearing Relating to Ordinance 2609, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 165 – Zoning 

Regulations, of the Robins Municipal Code 

c. First Reading of Ordinance 2609 Amending Chapter 165 – Zoning Regulations, of the Robins 

Municipal Code 

d. Resolution No. 0626-1 Providing Conditional Approval to Tax Abatement Application for Parcel No. 

11291-76004-00000 – Tower Terrace Rd. 

e. Resolution No. 0626-2 Approving Fireworks Application by JC Displays, LLC for Robins Roundup 

Event 

f. Resolution No. 0626-3 Approving Quotation for Sidewalk Repairs at Robins City Hall and Hoppe 

Public Safety Building 

g. Resolution No. 0626-4 Appointing Gary Peterson as Robins Planning & Zoning Commission 

Member 

h. Resolution No. 0626-5 Approving Agreement with Snyder & Associates for GIS Infrastructure 

Mapping Services  

i. Presentation by Police Chief Adam Cirkl relating to upgrade of body cams and server 

j. Resolution No. 0626-6 Approving Quotation for Body-Worn and In-Car Camera Equipment and 

Services 

k. Discussion: Employee Cell Phone Stipends 

14. OLD BUSINESS: None 

15. COUNCIL COMMENTS - During this portion of the meeting, Council members may bring forward 

communications, concerns and reports on various matters. The Council will not discuss, deliberate or take 

action on these matters at this time, but may include them on the agenda for future meetings 

16. MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING 

ROBINS CITY COUNCIL 

Monday, June 1st, 2026 

6:00 p.m. – Robins City Hall 
(ONE OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL MAY BE ATTENDING VIA ELECTRONIC DEVICE) 

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
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To: Mayor & Council 
 

Date: 5/28/2026 
 

From: Kelli Scott, P.E. 
 

CC:  

RE: City Engineer’s Report 
 

CITY PROJECTS  

West Main St Trail and Road Reconstruction 

No Update 

If Tower Terrace Road obtains the BUILD grant, the Main Street construction will likely need to 

be delayed, as all MPO funds will be allocated to TTR.  We will not have any additional 

information until the end of June (at the earliest), on whether the BUILD funding has been granted 

or if Main St. will be delayed.  We don’t know how long Main St, would need to be delayed.  Once 

we are made aware of the timeline, we will need to make a determination if we continue to patch 

Main St. or if we need to do something more substantial to carry us through.  

The total project cost for the roadway is estimated to be $4,600,000.  Robins has been awarded 

$1,587,000 in FY 27 and $1,863,000 in FY 28 for the road for a total of $3,450,000 in federal aid. 

Robins has been awarded $860,000 in funds for the trail for FY24.  The trail portion of the project 

is estimated to be $1,075,000. 

DEVELOPMENTS 

Robins Landing Phase I  

No Update 

The developer will be seeding the parkland area soon.  We have elected to place a native 

wildflower mix in order to reduce the maintenance that will be required by the City.  The City will 

not take ownership or the responsibility to maintain this land until the required phases have been 

completed. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

GIS Mapping 

On the agenda for approval is a contract with Snyder & Associates to set up our GIS mapping 

software.  Initially, we will be using GIS to map our sanitary sewer system with physical attributes 

such as elevation and pipe sizes.  Our interns will be utilizing the data compiled last summer to fill 

in the database information.  We will also be using the program for our quarterly MS4 inspections, 

which are required by the DNR.  Each quarter we are required to inspect any construction site, 

whether it be a large-scale development or an individual building site, for compliance with our 

MS4 permit.  We currently do them on paper and don’t have a way to digitally document 

observations and tie them together with photos.  The inability to do this makes it very difficult to 

enforce and notify violators.  Our failure to properly inspect and follow our MS4 opens us up to 

fines by the DNR (up to $10,000 per occurrence per site).  By having proper documentation, the 

fines would go to the violator and not to the City. 

Eventually, this program's use will be expanded into other maps, including water, storm sewer, 

zoning, FLUM, annexations, urban renewal etc.  It can also be used for the inventory of dead and 

diseased trees, street repair needs, street sign replacement, etc. 

Sewer 

We met with Kenway and they will be performing our annual televising.  Each year we do about 

¼ of the town so that everything is televised every 4 years.  This helps us identify problem areas 

that may cause future backups as well as identify areas that need repairs.  This program allow us 

to reduce the amount of flow into the sewer, thereby reducing our treatment costs. 

Water 

We have sent an updated capacity request to Cedar Rapids.  The request is based on a modest 2% 

population growth per year through the end of the agreement term of 2042.   

We have received comments back from Hiawatha on the draft agreement for operational services.  

We will review internally.  Once both parties are satisfied, legal will review and they agreement 

will come to City Council for final approval. 

Streets 

Main Street was patched a few weeks ago.   

We will be teaming up with Hiawatha to rent some equipment to repair Robins Road and some 

streets in Hiawatha.  The timeline for the repair is TBD. 
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Bridges 

No Update 

The bridge repairs on North Mentzer Road have been completed. 

This spring we also intend on sealing the bridge deck on Main St to help prolong the life of the 

concrete.  The sealer is intended to be a one-time application and to prevent the road salts from 

attacking the steel reinforcement through to concrete. 

Drainage 

No Update. 

Ordinance Updates 

Ordinance 2609 is on the agenda for consideration by the council. 

The Parkland Fee has been reviewed by legal and needs some modification.  The P&Z 

Administrator will be working through these for P&Z consideration on June 10th P&Z meeting. 

The new Code Compliance Official has identified some needed updates, so we will continue to 

push out ordinances as they are updated.   

CIP 

No Update 

Tower Terrace Road  

No Update 

Hiawatha has provided a draft 28E agreement associated with the cost share for the relocation of 

the ITC power lines that run north and south (east of Robins Rd), which are required for the 

construction of the bridges.  Legal is reviewing. 

The BUILD application was submitted on February 24th with a request of $25 million in funding.  

Awards should be announced on June 28th. 

A Community Project Funding (CPF) grant was submitted on February 26th with a request of $7 

million in funding.  Ashley Hinson has selected the project and recommended funding it at $10 

million.  Awards should be announced on June 4th. 

Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek Sanitary Sewer 

HDR has provided a draft report noting the next 5 sections recommended for completion along 

with preliminary cost estimates.  No timeline for the next segments has been proposed.   

Robins estimated costs (2026 dollars) are $12.81 million for the next 5 segments. 
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Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (TTAC) 

No Update. 

TTAC is looking at projects that have available funding for FY 27, 28 & 29 to see which projects 

could be pushed back to allow for the MPO to fund Tower Terrace Road if the BUILD grant is 

awarded.  The jurisdictions have previously agreed to divert all of the money to TTR at such time 

it receives funding.  This may impact our schedule to reconstruct Main Street between the CVNT 

and Tullymore.  It may also impact the funding requests that were made this year. 

28-E Agreements 

No Update. 

No additional conversations have been had regarding the 28E for sewer. 

No future meetings are currently scheduled. 



Planning and Zoning 

May Building permits 
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CITY OF ROBINS 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2026 – 5:30 P.M. 

Robins City Hall 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Tim O’Hara called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

Present: Tim O’Hara, Chairperson, Matt Mitzel,  AJ Hester, Todd Roberts, CJ McDonald, Jay Goodin 

Also Present: Vance McKinnon, Planning & Zoning Administrator, Kelli Scott, City Engineer, Lisa Goodin, City 

Clerk/Treasurer, Bruce Vander Sanden, City Council Member, Leslie Hoyt, City Council Member 

 
3. CHAIRPERSON AND ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS 

Chairperson O’Hara reported that he had no report. 

Planning & Zoning Administrator Vance McKinnon provided an update regarding recent Commission activity and 

reported that one new SFD permit had been issued since the previous meeting. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by CJ McDonald, seconded by Todd Roberts, to approve the agenda as presented. 

Ayes: O’Hara, Mitzel, Hester, Roberts, McDonald, Goodin 

Nays: None 

Motion carried. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 8, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 

Motion by CJ McDonald, seconded by AJ Hester, to approve the April 8, 2026 meeting minutes. 

Ayes: O’Hara, Mitzel, Hester, Roberts, McDonald, Goodin 

Nays: None 

Motion carried. 

 
6. PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION OFFICER ELECTIONS 

A. Chairperson 

Tim O’Hara was nominated for Chairperson. 

Motion by Jay Goodin, seconded by Todd Roberts, to elect Tim O’Hara as Chairperson. 

Ayes: O’Hara, Mitzel, Hester, Roberts, McDonald, Goodin 

Nays: None 

Motion carried. 

B. Vice Chairperson 

Matt Mitzel was nominated for Vice Chairperson. 

Motion by CJ McDonald, seconded by Jay Goodin, to elect Matt Mitzel as Vice Chairperson. 

Ayes: O’Hara, Mitzel, Hester, Roberts, McDonald, Goodin 

Nays: None 

Motion carried. 

 



 
 
7. RESOLUTION NO. 2026-4 APPROVING PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION AND STAFF 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

The Commission reviewed proposed Resolution No. 2026-4 approving Planning & Zoning Commission and Staff 

Administrative Rules. Discussion included amendments and clarifications to the administrative procedures. 

Motion by Matt Mitzel, seconded by Jay Goodin, to approve Resolution No. 2026-4 Approving Planning & Zoning 

Commission and Staff Administrative Rules, as amended. 

Roll Call Vote: Matt Mitzel – Aye, Jay Goodin-Aye, CJ McDonald – Aye, Todd Roberts – Aye, AJ Hester – Aye Tim 

O’Hara - Aye 

Motion carried. 

 
8. DISCUSSION – NEW DEVELOPMENT PARK LAND DEDICATION FEES 

The Commission discussed park land dedication fee requirements related to new development. 

City Engineer Kelli Scott provided an update regarding the legal status of existing references to park land dedication fees 

contained within Chapter 165 of the Zoning Regulations. Ms. Scott advised that additional guidance was being sought 

from the City Attorney and that updates would be provided to the Commission when available. 

No formal action was taken. 

 
9. DISCUSSION – ORDINANCE NO. 2609: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 165 ZONING 

REGULATIONS OF THE ROBINS MUNICIPAL CODE 

The Commission reviewed and discussed proposed Ordinance No. 2609 amending Chapter 165 of the Robins Municipal 

Code. 

City Engineer Kelli Scott stated that the ordinance had been drafted based upon direction previously provided by the City 

Council and Planning & Zoning Commission during the April 8 joint meeting with the City Council. 

City Clerk Lisa Goodin noted that a footnote appeared to be missing from Section 165.24.4 and questioned the legal 

standing of park land dedication language contained within the Robins Landing Developer’s Agreement. 

Ms. Scott proposed reducing the minimum lot width requirement for duplex development in the R-3 zoning district from 

90 feet to 80 feet. 

Commission member Jay Goodin expressed opposition to the ordinance and stated that he believed the amendments were 

overly broad and represented a sweeping response to issues encountered by a single developer. 

Chairperson Tim O’Hara stated that he generally supported the ordinance but would not support reductions to minimum 

lot width requirements. 

Ms. Scott responded by outlining options available to the City regarding setback modifications and noted that seven-foot 

side-yard setbacks are commonly used in nearby communities. 

Commission member Goodin reiterated his objections to the proposed changes. 

Planning & Zoning Administrator Vance McKinnon reminded the Commission that residents had previously appeared 

before the City Council expressing support for seven-foot setbacks. 

Commissioner Matt Mitzel asked whether use of a Planned Unit Development (PUD) could provide an alternative 

approach. 

Ms. Scott explained that implementation of a PUD would require establishment of a new zoning district. 

No formal action was taken during discussion. 

 
10. RESOLUTION NO. 2026-5 RECOMMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2609 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 165 ZONING REGULATIONS OF THE ROBINS MUNICIPAL CODE TO THE ROBINS CITY 

COUNCIL 



 
 
Motion by Todd Roberts, seconded by CJ McDonald, to approve Resolution No. 2026-5 recommending Ordinance No. 

2609 – An Ordinance Amending Chapter 165 Zoning Regulations of the Robins Municipal Code to the Robins City 

Council. 

Roll Call Vote: Matt Mitzel – Aye, Jay Goodin – Nay, CJ McDonald – Aye, Todd Roberts – Aye, AJ Hester – Aye, Tim 

O’Hara - Nay 

Motion failed due to lack of majority approval. 

 
11. RESOLUTION NO. 2026-6 APPROVING THE URBAN RENEWAL PLAN AMENDMENT AND 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL TO CITY COUNCIL 

The Commission reviewed the proposed Urban Renewal Plan Amendment. 

Motion by Jay Goodin, seconded by Todd Roberts, to approve Resolution No. 2026-6 Approving the Urban Renewal Plan 

Amendment and Recommending Approval to the Robins City Council. 

Roll Call Vote: Matt Mitzel – Aye, Jay Goodin – Aye, CJ McDonald – Aye, Todd Roberts – Aye, AJ Hester – Aye, Tim 

O’Hara Aye 

Motion carried. 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Matt Mitzel, seconded by CJ McDonald, to adjourn the meeting. 

Ayes: O’Hara, Mitzel, Hester, Roberts, McDonald, Goodin 

Nays: None 

Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Goodin 

City Clerk/Treasurer 

 



 
 

ROBINS ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 | 7:00 p.m. | Robins City Hall 

 
Call Meeting to Order 

Chairperson Brian Cohen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Roll Call 

Members Present: 

• Brian Cohen, Chairperson 

• Molly Iversen, Vice-Chairperson 

• Dustin Arnold 

• Dawn Svenson-Holland 

• Mark Wood 

Members Absent: 

• None 

Staff Present 

• Vance McKinnon, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

• Doug Herman, City Attorney 

• Lisa Goodin, City Clerk/Treasurer 

Additional Attendees 

Numerous members of the public were present. 

 
Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Svenson-Holland, seconded by Arnold, to approve the agenda. 

Ayes: Cohen, Iversen, Arnold, Svenson-Holland, Wood 

Nays: None 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Approval of Minutes – December 19, 2023 

Motion by Svenson-Holland, seconded by Wood, to approve the December 19, 2023 meeting minutes. 

Ayes: Cohen, Iversen, Arnold, Svenson-Holland, Wood 

Nays: None 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Election of Officers – 2026 

Chairperson 

Nomination: Brian Cohen 

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Svenson-Holland, to elect Brian Cohen as Chairperson. 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Motion carried. 

Vice-Chairperson 

Nomination: Molly Iversen 



Motion by Arnold, seconded by Svenson-Holland, to elect Molly Iversen as Vice-Chairperson. 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Motion carried. 

 
Public Hearing 

Request of the Eastern Hindu Temple and Cultural Center 

1600 W. Main Street, Robins, Iowa 

Variance Request to Exceed the Maximum Building Height Limitation of Thirty-Five (35) Feet Applicable to 

Property Zoned R-1 Single-Family Residential 

Chairperson Cohen opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m. 

Planning & Zoning Administrator Vance McKinnon introduced the application requesting a variance from the height 

limitation contained within the R-1 zoning district to permit construction of the temple Gopuram, an ornamental religious 

tower structure associated with Hindu temple architecture. 

City Attorney Doug Herman provided legal background regarding the Board’s authority to grant variances under Iowa 

law and discussed the standards applicable to variance requests. He explained that State law has evolved toward 

application of a “practical difficulties” standard and referenced Iowa Code Section 414.12. Mr. Herman noted that the 

Board must consider the specific facts of the request and make findings supporting any decision. 

 
Applicant Presentation 

Paddy Puthige, speaking on behalf of the Eastern Hindu Temple and Cultural Center, thanked City staff, elected officials, 

appointed officials, and the community for assistance during development of the temple project. 

Mr. Puthige explained that: 

• The temple serves both religious and cultural purposes for the regional Hindu community; 

• The congregation had postponed final religious consecration ceremonies pending completion of the project and 

final action on the variance request; 

• The proposed Gopuram represents peace, spirituality, and positivity and functions similarly to church steeples or 

bell towers found in other faith traditions; 

• The temple promotes cultural diversity and community understanding; 

• The facility would not generate pollution, safety concerns, or adverse environmental impacts. 

He stated the congregation sought to create a welcoming place open to all residents. 

 
Sundara Mungala Venkata, a temple member, described the project as representing love, unity, and cultural diversity. 

He stated the temple would become a destination facility for visitors and noted landscaping plans including trees, gardens, 

and environmentally conscious site improvements. 

Mr. Venkata thanked City staff for their assistance throughout the approximately three-year construction process and 

emphasized that temple members intended to remain respectful neighbors. 

 
Public Comment – Supportive Testimony 

Connie Westphal, 405 Ascot Lane, whose property borders the temple site, stated she was pleased to live near the facility 

and viewed its operations as comparable to those of churches or other religious institutions. 

 
Satya Vaddadi, 1600 Mackenzie Drive, spoke in favor of the request. He explained that Hindu temples are designed 

according to religious guidelines and architectural principles and stated that the required dimensions of the sacred space 

determine the size and proportions of the Gopuram. 

Mr. Vaddadi noted there are only a limited number of Hindu temples in Iowa and described the facility as a peaceful place 

for worship and community gathering. 

 



Kelly Willfarm, 365 Ascot Lane, supported the request, stating that if denial of the variance would interfere with religious 

practice, approval should be considered. She described temple members as considerate neighbors and referenced proactive 

communication by the temple during a recent grand opening event regarding traffic and visitor impacts. 

 
Jason Paulson, 365 Ascot Lane, stated that the temple property sits lower than surrounding elevations and that the 

proposed structure would be near the elevation of West Main Street. He indicated he did not believe the addition would 

materially alter neighborhood character. 

 
Public Comment – Opposition and Questions 

Bob Huffman, 3320 Aster Road and former Planning & Zoning Commission member, stated the building as constructed 

differed from renderings previously presented during zoning review and appeared more institutional in character than 

originally anticipated. He questioned whether the building could function as a temple without installation of the Gopuram. 

Mr. Puthige responded that the temple would not be considered complete or function as a proper place of worship without 

the Gopuram because the sacred interior elements determine the required tower height. 

 
Alen Green, 690 Kervin Court, clarified that he was not opposed to the Hindu faith or the temple itself and expressed 

support for religious diversity. However, he encouraged the Board to consider long-term implications and how approval 

might affect future requests from other religious groups, including hypothetical future mosque proposals. 

 
Greg Wild, 1505 W. Main Street, directly across from the temple property, stated the Gopuram would substantially 

change the visual landscape and argued the issue should have been anticipated earlier in project development. 

 
Cheryl Cruse, 2959 N. Center Point Road, questioned why a religious institution had been permitted within an R-1 

district. 

Mr. McKinnon explained that religious uses were permitted at the time plans were submitted and acknowledged the 

project would create a different character than surrounding residential development. 

 
Lori Schoenauer, 1923 Kaylin Court, respectfully opposed the variance while expressing appreciation for cultural 

diversity and the congregation. 

Ms. Schoenauer cited concerns including: 

• Visual compatibility with the surrounding neighborhood; 

• Potential impact on neighborhood character; 

• Precedent for future variance requests; 

• Possible impacts on property values and residential desirability; 

• Compatibility with adjacent residential uses. 

 
Perry Cruse, 2959 N. Center Point Road, stated that plans for the Gopuram should have been disclosed with the original 

building plans and expressed opposition to granting the variance. 

 
Scott Rosekrans, 540 Robinwood Drive, questioned the timing between building approval and the variance application 

and stated he believed the City was being pressured into approving the request after construction. 

 
Randy Schmidt, 215 Charlotte Avenue, stated that although religious practice should be protected, adding the Gopuram 

after building completion appeared misleading. He believed the structure would significantly alter neighborhood character 

and urged adherence to existing zoning standards. 

 
James Gondacker, 890 Tamarack Lane, expressed concern that approval would establish precedent encouraging future 

variance requests. 

 



Maria Bowman, 1540 W. Main Street, adjacent to the temple property, opposed the request. Ms. Bowman stated that 

neighborhood character is subjective and argued that all property owners should remain subject to the same regulations. 

She stated she objected to: 

• The location of the temple on the property; 

• The timing of the variance request after building completion; 

• What she characterized as differences between earlier representations and the current proposal. 

Ms. Bowman indicated she had previously been informed the building would appear modern and would not include 

prominent religious architectural elements. 

 
Leigh Benson, 450 Michelle Avenue, stated that if the Gopuram was essential to the temple’s use, it should have been 

incorporated into the original design while remaining within zoning limitations. 

 
Additional Clarification and Questions 

Architect Paul Montag addressed the Board and explained that: 

• The final Gopuram height was not known during earlier stages of design; 

• The structure as built complied with building code requirements; 

• The project team was aware of zoning limitations; 

• Robins zoning regulations contain no specific exemptions for religious architectural features, while some 

communities do; 

• The Gopuram is ornamental, unoccupied, and constructed using steel framing with fiberglass exterior 

components. 

Chairperson Cohen asked whether the Gopuram could be compared to a church steeple. 

Mr. Puthige responded affirmatively. 

Chairperson Cohen asked staff whether the structure would comply if its height were reduced by approximately 12 feet 10 

inches. 

Mr. McKinnon stated it would. 

Board members further questioned: 

• Whether the structure could be redesigned or reduced in height; 

• Whether alternative architectural solutions existed; 

• Whether the Gopuram must remain centered on the building. 

Temple representatives stated religious requirements dictate dimensions, placement, and proportional relationships and 

indicated redesign would require returning to earlier planning stages. 

Board member Mark Wood asked whether lighting or loudspeakers would be installed. 

Mr. Puthige stated: 

• No loudspeakers were proposed; 

• No lighting was planned on the Gopuram itself; 

• Only standard parking lot lighting would exist. 

He acknowledged communication gaps regarding future installation of the structure. 

 
Additional Public Questions 

Damon Bowman, 1540 W. Main Street, questioned whether responsibility for omission of the Gopuram rested with the 

architect or City review process. 

Mr. McKinnon stated the City approved plans that did not include the Gopuram and emphasized the City had not 

overlooked the structure because it had not been submitted. 

Satya Vaddadi further explained that final dimensions were determined according to religious guidance. 

Mike Kinney, developer of the Sand Ridge subdivision, asked whether City staff first became aware of the Gopuram after 

delivery of materials to the site. 

Mr. McKinnon confirmed that was correct. 

 



Chairperson Cohen closed the public hearing at 8:21 p.m. 

 
Resolution No. 2026-1 

Request for Variance – Eastern Hindu Temple and Cultural Center 

Board discussion followed. 

Iversen summarized her understanding of how the oversight occurred and requested clarification regarding prior zoning 

allowances for religious institutions in the district. Discussion included future residential development potential north of 

the site. 

Arnold observed that a reduction of approximately ten feet would have allowed the structure under existing regulations. 

Svenson-Holland stated she did not believe the congregation intentionally attempted to deceive the City but believed a 

mistake had occurred. 

 
Initial Motion 

Motion by Svenson-Holland, seconded by Iversen, to deny the variance. 

City Attorney Herman advised the Board regarding procedures for denial and emphasized the importance of articulating 

findings related to the practical difficulties standard. 

The motion and second were withdrawn. 

Mr. Herman further advised that: 

• City Council could consider ordinance amendments in the future; 

• Many communities include exemptions for religious architectural features; 

• The Board should take final action to provide closure and preserve appeal rights. 

Chairperson Cohen inquired about tabling the request. 

Mr. Herman recommended action rather than postponement and reviewed appeal procedures. 

 
Motion to Deny Variance 

Motion by Svenson-Holland, seconded by Iversen, to deny the variance. 

Roll Call Vote 

Member Aye Nay 

Molly Iversen X  

Brian Cohen  X 

Dawn Svenson-Holland X  

Mark Wood  X 

Dustin Arnold  X 

Motion failed, 2–3. 

 
Motion to Approve Variance 

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Wood, to approve the variance request. 

Roll Call Vote 

Member Aye Nay 

Molly Iversen  X 

Brian Cohen X  

Dawn Svenson-Holland  X 

Mark Wood X  

Dustin Arnold X  

Motion carried, 3–2. 

Resolution No. 2026-1 approving the variance request was adopted. 



 
Adjournment 

Motion by Arnold, seconded by Wood, to adjourn. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m. 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Goodin, City Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

Brian Cohen, Chairperson 

 

 

 
Vance McKinnon, Planning & Zoning Administrator 



Cedar Rapids Linn County 
Solid Waste Agency



Solid Waste Agency

• Formed in 1994 via a 28E Agreement between 
the City of Cedar Rapids and Linn County

• Governed by a nine-member Board of 
Directors

• Site 1 – Mount Trashmore

• Site 2 – Resource Recovery & Landfill

• Site 3 – Compost Facility



Compost Facility & Mount Trashmore 



Landfill, Yard Waste,
& Recycling Services with Fees

• Standard Landfill
$53.00/ton-Minimum $22

• Flat Rate charges for Cars/Vans/SUV/Trucks
Cars $12/vehicle
SUVs & Minivans $15/vehicle
Trucks & Full-sized Vans  $22/vehicle

• Special Wastes
$85/ton-Minimum 1 Ton charge

• Yard & Wood Waste (Site 1 Only)
$35.00 per ton-Minimum $15

• Commercial Finished Compost (Site 1 Only)
$35.00 per ton 

• Waste Tires
$4.00 per tire off rim, $5 per tire on rim 
Bulk loads (over 8) $300/ton

• White Goods
$10.00 per unit

• TVs & Computer Monitors
$15.00 per unit; Bulk $500/ton

• Commercial Hazardous Wastes
Various rates depending on the material



Recycling Services 
No Charge For Residents

• Scrap Metal 
• Household Hazardous 

Materials
• Commingled Recyclables
• Fluorescent Tubes
• Cardboard
• Used Oil (20 Gallon 

Maximum)

• Batteries
• Textiles
• Books
• Electronics
• CDs, VHS tapes, DVDs
• Bicycles
• Medical Sharps & Syringes



Battery Drop-off 
Box
• Located in communities 

around Linn County

• Makes recycling more 
accessible and 
convenient

• All types of batteries 
accepted



Partnerships & 
Diversion

• Continuing diversion of 
bulky, hard to manage 
materials such as 
mattresses

• Partnering with Willis 
Dady and Central 
Furniture Rescue







• Board has decided not to pursue 
siting a new landfill in Linn 
County. 

• Many factors went into this 
decision, including a lack of 
available land due to zoning 
restrictions. 

• A landfill could be part of a future 
waste management solution – but 
it wouldn’t be located in Linn 
County. 

No new 
landfill in 
Linn 
County





What this means 
for your 
community
• We are here – still open & 

serving Linn County

• Meeting community 
needs with a sustainable 
focus



 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2609 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 165 ZONING REGULATIONS OF THE 

ROBINS MUNICIPAL CODE. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROBINS, IOWA: 

SECTION 1. That Section 165.24.4 Bulk Regulations is amended by replacing the table:  

 

SECTION 2. That Section 165.24.6 Site Development Plan Requirements for Religious 

Institutions is deleted:  

SECTION 3. That Section 165.26.4 Bulk Regulations is amended by replacing the table:  

 Minimum 

Lot Area 

Minimum 

Lot 

Width1 

Minimum 

Front 

Yard 

Minimum 

Side Yard 

Corner Side 

Yard 

Minimum 

Rear 

Yard 

Maximum 

Height 

Single-Family 

dwelling 

7,000 

square feet 

65 feet 30 feet 7 feet  30 feet 25 feet Principal 

building 35 

feet 

Duplex 6,250, 

square feet 

per 

dwelling 

unit 

45 feet per 

dwelling 

unit 

30 feet 7 feet except 

at common 

wall 

30 feet 25 feet Principal 

building 35 

feet 

Accessory 

Dwelling 

Units (ADU) 

 65 feet 30 feet 7 feet  30 feet 25 feet 35 feet 

Accessory 

Buildings 

  30 feet 7 feet 20 feet 7 feet 20 feet 

 Minimum 

Lot Area 

Minimum 

Lot 

Width2 

Minimum 

Front 

Yard 

Minimum 

Side Yard 

Corner 

Side 

Yard 

Minimum 

Rear Yard 

Maximum 

Height 

Single-family 

dwelling 

20,000 sq. 

ft. 

90 feet 35 feet 15 feet  35 feet 35 feet Principal 

building 

35 feet 

Agricultural and 

Farm Related 

Activities 

5 acres 200 feet 75 feet 50 feet 50 feet 50 feet Principal 

building 

35 feet 

Accessory 

Dwelling Units 

(ADU) 

 90 feet 40 feet 15 feet  35 feet 35 feet 35 feet 

Accessory 

Buildings 

  35 feet 7 feet 30 feet 7 feet 20 feet 

Special uses As specified by the Board of Adjustment 

1 Plus one foot for each two feet by which the building or structure height exceeds 20 feet. 

2 Minimum lot width shall be met at the Minimum Front Yard Setback for Irregular Lots on cul-de-sacs, 

courts or street centerline curves of less than three hundred (300) feet radius. 



 

 

1. Minimum lot width shall be met at the Minimum Front Yard Setback for Irregular Lots on cul-de-

sacs, courts or street centerline curves of less than three hundred (300) feet radius. 

 

SECTION 4. That Section 165.27.4 Bulk Regulations is amended by replacing the table:  

Minimum Lot 

Area 

Minimum Lot 

Area 

Minimum 

Lot Width1 

Minimum 

Front Yard 

Minimum 

Side Yard 

Corner 

Side 

Yard 

Minimum 

Rear Yard 

Maximum 

Height 

Single-Family 

dwelling 

7,000 square 

feet 

65 feet 30 feet 7 feet  30 feet 25 feet Principal 

building 35 

feet 

Two-Family 

Dwelling 

6,250, square 

feet per 

dwelling unit 

45 feet per 

dwelling unit 

30 feet 7 feet except 

at common 

wall 

30 feet 25 feet Principal 

building 35 

feet 

Accessory 

Dwelling 

Units (ADU) 

 65 feet 30 feet 7 feet  30 feet 25 feet 35 feet 

Accessory 

Buildings 

  30 feet 7 feet 20 feet 7 feet 20 feet 

1. Minimum lot width shall be met at the Minimum Front Yard Setback for Irregular Lots on cul-de-sacs, courts 

or street centerline curves of less than three hundred (300) feet radius. 

 

SECTION 5. That Section 165.28.4 Bulk Regulations is amended by replacing the table:  

 Minimum 

Lot Area 

Minimum 

Lot Width1 

Minimum 

Front 

Yard 

Minimum 

Side Yard 

Corner 

Side 

Yard 

Minimum 

Rear Yard 

Maximum 

Height 

Single-

Family 

Dwelling 

7,000 square 

feet 

65 feet 30 feet 7 feet  30 feet 25 feet Principal 

building 35 

feet 

Two-Family 

Dwelling 

6,250, 

square feet 

per dwelling 

unit 

45 feet per 

dwelling 

unit 

30 feet 7 feet 

except at 

common 

wall 

30 feet 25 feet Principal 

building 35 

feet 

Multi-Family 

Dwelling 

4,500 square 

feet per 

dwelling unit 

45 feet per 

dwelling 

unit2 

30 feet 7 feet 

except at 

common 

wall 

30 feet 25 feet Principal 

building 45 

feet 

Accessory 

Dwelling 

Units (ADU) 

 65 feet 30 feet 7 feet  30 feet 25 feet 35 feet 

Accessory 

Buildings 

  30 feet 7 feet 20 feet 7 feet 20 feet 

Religious 

institutions3 

40,000 sq. ft. 150 feet 40 feet 20 feet1 30 feet 50 feet Principal 

building 35 

feet 

1. Minimum lot width shall be met at the Minimum Front Yard Setback for Irregular Lots on cul-de-sacs, courts 

or street centerline curves of less than three hundred (300) feet radius. 

2. Minimum Dwelling Unit width shall be the Minimum Lot Width, minus the Minimum Side Yards at common 

walls. i.e. middle unit with 2 common walls minimum width is 25ft 

3. Additional Development Standards and Site Development Plan Requirements apply. 

 



 

 

SECTION 6. That Section 165.28 is amended by adding:  

6. Site Development Plan Requirements for Religious Institutions. 

a. In addition to Site Development Plan submittals, a Use Analysis Report 

shall be prepared by the applicant that shows the following: 

(1) Approximate number of patrons, daily and weekly services; 

(2) Approximate utility needs and effect upon existing systems, e.g., 

projected water demand (Gallons Per Minute or Gallons Per Day), waste 

water generation (Gallons Per Day + Chemical oxygen Demand or 

Biochemical oxygen Demand), electricity demand (Kilowatts), storm water 

increase (Cubic Feet Per Second), solid waste generation (tons); 

(3) Possible nuisance factors and means for alleviating those factors, 

such as noise, odor, smoke, dust, fumes, vibration, or heat. 

 

SECTION 7.  That the changes as provided in this Ordinance shall be made a part of the 

replacement pages of the Municipal code, City of Robins, Iowa and made a part of said Code as 

provided by law. 

SECTION 8. Effective Date.  That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 

its passage and publication as provided by law. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS ____th, day of _____, 2026. 

            

        Chuck Hinz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

      

Lisa Goodin, City Clerk/Treasurer 



ROBINS CITY COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION NO. 0626-1 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A FIVE-YEAR TAX ABATEMENT FOR IMPROVEMENTS MADE TO 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3040 EAGLE VIEW COURT UNDER ORDINANCE NO. 2303 (ROBINS URBAN 

REVITALIZATION AREA) 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Robins, Iowa, adopted Ordinance No. 2303, designating all real property within the corporate 

limits of the City as the Robins Urban Revitalization Area pursuant to Chapter 404 of the Code of Iowa; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2303 and the corresponding Urban Revitalization Plan authorize the City Council to grant 

property tax abatement on eligible improvements made to real property within the designated revitalization area; and 

WHEREAS, Parcel # 11291-76004-00000 – Tower Terrace Rd, Robins, Iowa, is situated within the Robins Urban 

Revitalization Area; and 

WHEREAS, the property owner has applied for a five-year property tax abatement on the improvements to said property 

in accordance with the provisions of Ordinance No. 2303 and the Urban Revitalization Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the property owner estimates the minimum value of improvements to the parcel for the construction of 

Building #1 to be $7,014,905; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Robins finds that the application is consistent with the requirements of the 

Urban Revitalization Plan and is in the best interests of the City and its residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROBINS, IOWA: 

1. That the application for a five-year property tax abatement on improvements to Parcel # 11291-76004-00000 – 

Tower Terrace Rd. (Building #1), Robins, Iowa, is hereby conditionally approved pursuant to Ordinance No. 2303 

and the Robins Urban Revitalization Plan. 

2. That the City Clerk is authorized and directed to file the necessary documentation with the Linn County Assessor 

and Auditor to effectuate this abatement in accordance with Chapter 404 of the Code of Iowa, upon completion 

of the improvements, issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy and applicant’s submittal of a completed 

Minimum Assessment Agreement. 

 

Passed and approved this 1st of June, 2026. 

CITY OF ROBINS, IOWA 

___________________________________ 

Chuck Hinz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 
Lisa Goodin, City Clerk/Treasurer 

 















RESOLUTION NO. 0525-13 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING FIREWORKS 

APPLICATION BY JC DISPLAYS, LLC 

 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 41.11, Section 4 requires City Council approval for Display Fireworks; and 

 

WHEREAS, Joey Welton of JC DISPLAY, LLC has requested permission to allow a fireworks display on 

June 13th, 2026 from approximately 9:30 to 10:30 p.m., at the west end of the South Troy Park, 700 S. Troy 

Road in conjunction with the Robins Roundup Festival; and 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant has provided a Certificate of Insurance providing the required coverage and also 

naming the City of Robins as additionally insured and his Display Fireworks Certification and Safety 

Program recertification.   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Robins, Iowa approves the 

aforementioned fireworks application. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 1st day of June, 2026. 

 

THE CITY OF ROBINS 

 

 

 

 

 

              

       Chuck Hinz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

      

Lisa Goodin, City Clerk/Treasurer  

 

 

 

 









CITY OF ROBINS, IOWA 

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 0626-3 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING QUOTATION FOR CONCRETE REPAIRS AT  

ROBINS CITY HALL AND THE HOPPE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING 

 

WHEREAS, the Robins Public Works Department has identified the need to repair concrete sidewalks at 

City Hall and the Public Safety building 

WHEREAS, the following quotations have been received: 

Vendor Quote 

Corum Construction $9,100 

Delaney Concrete $11,496 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the repairs are necessary and in the best interest of the City to 

maintain safe pedestrian walkways outside public buildings. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Robins, Iowa, as follows: 

1. The repairs in the total amount of $9,100, as quoted by Corum Construction is hereby approved. 

2. The City Clerk and/or Public Works Superintendent is hereby authorized to execute all necessary 

documents and take any actions necessary to complete the procurement. 

3. Funding for these repairs shall be allocated from the appropriate City Hall and Public Safety 

budget line item. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Robins, Iowa, this 1st day of June 2026. 

THE CITY OF ROBINS 

 
Chuck Hinz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 
Lisa Goodin, City Clerk/Treasurer 

 







ROBINS CITY COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION NO. 0626-4 

APPOINTING GARY PETERSON TO THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

 

WHEREAS, the Robins Planning & Zoning Commission has one (1) vacancy which, needing to be 

filled, has been advertised and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Gary Peterson has indicated his interest in filling the position; 

WHEREAS, the Planning & Zoning Administrator and Mayor have interviewed Mr. Peterson and 

recommend his appointment to the Commission. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Robins, Iowa that the City 

Council approves the appointment of Gary Peterson to the Robins Planning & Zoning Commission for a 

term ending June 1, 2031. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 1st day of June, 2026. 

 

________________________________ 

Chuck Hinz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

Lisa Goodin, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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